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(57) Abstract : 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To highly accurately erase a ruled line 
from the image of the arbitrary slip or the like while 
preserving a character line proximate to the ruled line. 
SOLUTION: The orthogonal section of ruled lines is recognized 
and erased (302 and 303). While moving a processing position in 
the vector direction of the ruled line, the length of the black 
run orthogonal at the processing position is compared with the 
thickness of the ruled line (309) and the blaek^run of length 
except the thickness of ruled line is erased (310). The black 
run remarkably longer than the thickness of the ruled line is 
not erased (312) but concerning the shorter black run, the 
deviation of centre id from the ruled line is detected (313) and 
when the centre id is considerably deviated, the side of end 
opposite to the deviation direction of the centre id is 
partially erased (315). 
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